


TARIFFS & QUOTAS 



 
 Japan currently imposes high import duty rates on many foods and food 

ingredients. 
 
 The entry into force of the EU-Japan EPA should change this situation for the better. 
 
 However, the benefits could yet be undermined by long dismantling periods or the 

mismanagement of tariff quotas. 
 
 It is, furthermore, crucial that safeguard measures are not abused as a way to 

offset the tariff reductions.  
 

Tariffs & Quotas 

YEARLY STATUS REPORT: Good Progress 



 
 Japan should abolish its tariffs in accordance with the EPA without delay and refrain 

from the use of safeguard measures.   
 
 The quota management system should be simplified. 
 

Tariffs & Quotas 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



FOOD ADDITIVES  
& ENZYMES 



 
 Differences in the lists of additives and enzymes approved by Japan and other 

major markets are still common. 
 
 While the EBC has seen progress in Japan’s approval of additives, the approval 

process still remains an obstacle, with long application periods lacking any 
deadlines, difficulties in determining exactly what supporting documents are 
required, and an overall lack of transparency. 

 
 Both foreign and domestic companies would benefit from a system where each 

step of the approval process has clear deadlines set out in legislation to be 
followed by the authorities. 

 

Food Additives & Enzymes 

YEARLY STATUS REPORT: Slow Progress 



 The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) together with the Food Safety 
Commission (FSC) should introduce legally binding deadlines for each part of the 
approval process. Furthermore, repeated requests for additional information 
should be avoided. 

 
 MHLW and the FSC should ensure that standards of use in Japan are not in conflict 

with international standards of use.  
 
 The EU-Japan EPA should guarantee that food enzymes in wide use in the EU and 

accepted as safe by the FAO/WHO Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives will 
be approved for immediate use in Japan. 

 
 MHLW should put the same focus on enzymes as it has on food additives and 

actively approve enzymes that are well established in other major markets. 

Food Additives & Enzymes 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



MAXIMUM RESIDUE LEVELS 



 While a large number of agro-chemicals approved and in common use in Europe are 
approved in Japan, Japanese regulation on MRLs is far stricter and involves use of a 
positive list. 

 

 However, the main difference between the EU and Japan can be found in how they 
treat pesticide MRLs in processed products that are not explicitly listed. 

 

 The EU approach is that, when a derived product is not explicitly listed, the pesticide 
MRL for the input (raw) material is used (for instance, the EU MRL for deltamethrine 
in maize is 2ppm, hence the MRL in maize starch-derived products is also 2ppm). 

 

 In Japan, however, derived products that are not on the positive list have a default 
MRL of 0.01ppm, even if the original product has a higher MRL. (So, for instance, the 
Japanese MRL for deltamethrine in maize is 1.0ppm, but in a maize starch-derived 
product not listed, it is 0.01ppm). 

Maximum Residue Levels 

YEARLY STATUS REPORT: No Progress 



 The EU and Japan should work together to harmonise MRL levels and, in cases 
where there is no specific regulation, follow the CODEX levels. 
 

 Japan should introduce the concept of using the level set for the base product for 
derived products that are not on its positive list. 
 

 The EU and Japan should harmonise their respective lists of approved agro-
chemicals. 

Maximum Residue Levels 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



BEEF & PROCESSED FOOD  
INCL. BEEF & BY-PRODUCTS 



 
 While for many years the approval process was slow, to the credit of the Japanese 

authorities, the number of EU Member States approved to export beef to Japan has 
recently increased. 

 
 There are however still Member States waiting to gain such approval. 
 
 The EBC notes that several of these Member States are designated as having 

“negligible BSE (Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy) risk” - the same status as 
Japan. 

 

YEARLY STATUS REPORT: Progress 

Beef & Processed Food Incl. Beef &  
By-products (Casings, Gelatines) 



 
 Processed food containing beef, bovine gelatines, or products made with beef 

casings, should be approved for import to Japan, as they are widely used in the 
European food industry, which has already established high safety standards. 

 
 The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) and MHLW should speed 

up the approval process in respect of EU Member States that have already 
submitted data. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Beef & Processed Food Incl. Beef &  
By-products (Casings, Gelatines) 



MALT & QUOTA 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 



 
 Japan has a tariff quota system for brewing-malt to balance the demand from 

domestic beer manufacturers for cheap malt and the perceived need to protect 
domestic barley farmers and malt manufacturers. 

 
 To make use of the quota, a company must manufacture beer or import malt 

exclusively for the use of a particular brewery. 
 
 In addition, a company can only apply for the quota twice a year, meaning that any 

imports using the quota must be based on forecasts and not on actual short-term 
demand. 

 

YEARLY STATUS REPORT: No Progress 

Malt & Quota Management System 



 
 Japan should, as part of the EPA, abolish the tariff on malt so that there is no need 

for European suppliers to use the quota. 
 
 In the meantime, Japan should allow importers to use the system throughout the 

year and store malt without the requirement for use at a specified brewery. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Malt & Quota Management System 



ORIGIN LABELLING OF 
INGREDIENTS 



 The Government of Japan is planning to introduce a requirement that the origin of 
all ingredients in food and certain beverages must be listed. 
 

 This new requirement will apply to domestically produced food. 
 

 The EBC stresses that it should not be extended to goods produced overseas, where 
multiple sourcing of ingredients is far more common and the cost implications would 
be severe and potentially discriminatory. 

YEARLY STATUS REPORT: New Issue 

Origin Labelling of Ingredients 

 Japan should not include overseas products in the scope of ingredient origin labelling 
as this would impose a disproportionate administrative burden and additional cost on 
European suppliers. 

RECOMMENDATION 


