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(Japanese follows the English/ )

The European Business Council Congratulates Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
and the New Abe Cabinet

September 27, 2006 - The European Business Council in Japan (EBC) congratulates Prime Minister
Abe on his appointment and welcomes the inauguration of the new Abe Cabinet.

“The EBC is delighted by the appointment of Prime Minister Abe and the new Abe Cabinet. We
applaud Prime Minister Abe’s promise to accelerate and reinforce the structural reforms that have
been initiated over the past five years. We also believe that the appointment of five special advisors
to the Prime Minister’s office to assist in policy formation will spearhead economic growth and
regulatory reform” said EBC Chairman, Mr. Richard Collasse.

“As a firm supporter of Japan’s reform policies, the EBC looks forward to working with the new
Cabinet on regulatory reform to assist in achieving our shared goals of improving the business
environment and increasing the levels of FDI into Japan,” added Collasse.

The EBC is confident that the new Cabinet will commit to continuing along the path of reform
under Prime Minister Abe’s strong leadership. We will continue to provide positive support by
actively contributing opinions and policy proposals from a European perspective.

About the EBC:

The European Business Council (EBC) is the trade policy arm of the 17 European national chambers of commerce and
business associations in Japan. Established in 1972, the EBC works to improve the trade and investment environment
for European companies in Japan. The EBC currently represents around 3,000 local European companies and
individuals who are members of their national chambers of commerce. More than 350 of these companies participate
directly in the EBC’s 29 sector-based committees.

For more information, please contact: Ms. Alison Murray (Executive Director)
Tel: +81-3-3263-6222  E-mail: ebc@gol.com
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