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European Business Council statement
on changing the Japanese academic year

With the closing of schools in Japan due to COVID-19, discussions are taking place on amending
the Japanese academic year from starting in April to starting in September instead. Currently
some schools have already indicated that lessons will reconvene in August or September.

The EBC fully supports the idea of changing the current start of the Japanese academic year from
April to September. Japan is rather alone in having its academic year between April and March,
as most countries start their academic year in August or September with a break around the New
Year. We therefore view the official statements made by the Government in a positive light.

This would not only help Europeans moving or already living in Japan and their families, but
also more importantly, Japanese students looking to study abroad. Additionally, the latter is
important not only for the actual studies, but also for the very important job hunting, which makes
it difficult for students in Japanese universities to study overseas as they may be abroad when the
job hunting season starts, usually in April the year before graduation. This means that Japanese
exchange students are often missing three months since they are still abroad. With the
experienced labour shortage and the need for a more globally minded labour force, this is
something the Japanese cannot afford not to utilise.

It will furthermore make it easier for foreign students looking to enter the Japanese work force,
as it will match with the academic year overseas.

The EBC stands ready to further work with the Japanese Government to prepare and to promptly
implement this change.

About the EBC:

The European Business Council (EBC) is the trade policy arm of 15 European national chambers of
commerce and business associations in Japan. It is also registered with the Ministry of Trade, Economy
and Industry as the European (EU) Chamber of Commerce in Japan. Established in 1972, the EBC
works to improve the trade and investment environment for European companies in Japan. The EBC
currently represents more than 2,500 local European companies and individuals who are members of
their national chambers of commerce. Some 300 of these executives participate directly in the EBC’s
25 sector-based committees.
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