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European Business Council statement on limitations
for non-Japanese nationals on re-entering Japan

With the current COVID-19 situation, governments all over the world have introduced a number of
measures, in particular restrictions on who can enter a country or a region. Both the European Union
(EU), or more broadly the European Economic Area (EEA) region plus Switzerland, and Japan have
done so.

This places severe restrictions not only for individuals but also for companies, whose personnel
cannot travel. While the EBC fully understands the reasoning behind these restrictions, we would still
like to highlight the non-reciprocal situation and the impact on European residents in Japan.

The European industry in Japan creates numerous employment opportunities for both Japanese and
non-Japanese nationals, as well as an influx of capital and technology. Some of these capital and
technologies can only be transferred by personnel from Europe or other countries. These persons are
often living in Japan with a proper visa and have the right to be in Japan, in many cases for an
unlimited period, as in the case of holders of permanent residency.

Additionally, it is not uncommon for companies to manage Korea or Taiwan from Japan. Under
normal circumstances, CEOs would travel to such countries from Japan on a regular basis. This has
currently come to a complete halt. These restrictions are therefore unfortunately working as a
disincentive to use Japan as a regional hub, as international travel is practically only possible for
Japanese nationals. It is not out of the question that the Japanese Government uses the current
implemented measures as a blueprint for measures in case of future pandemics.

The EEA region and Switzerland also have restrictions on entering the area. However, these
restrictions are focusing on persons who do not have a working or residency visa for the said region.
Consequently, Japanese nationals living in Europe under a visa can exit and enter the region in the
same way as EEA and Switzerland nationals. Unfortunately, there is no reciprocity, as non-Japanese
nationals holding a proper visa, with some exceptions, are forbidden to enter or re-enter Japan.

The EBC believes that this puts too strenuous restrictions on visa-holding European nationals allowed
to reside, in many cases permanently, in Japan. The EBC believes that Japan should introduce similar
measures to that of the EU regarding visa-holders, meaning that people living and working in Japan
should be allowed to leave and re-enter the country, just as Japanese citizens holding an EEA or Swiss
visa are in Europe.

The EBC is aware that some EU member states have already pointed out this unbalance. It would be
very unfortunate if this non-reciprocity did anything to negatively affect the excellent relationship
between our two regions.

About the EBC:

The European Business Council (EBC) is the trade policy arm of 15 European national chambers of

commerce and business associations in Japan. It is also registered with the Ministry of Trade, Economy

and Industry as the European (EU) Chamber of Commerce in Japan. Established in 1972, the EBC works

to improve the trade and investment environment for European companies in Japan. The EBC currently

represents more than 2,500 local European companies and individuals who are members of their national

chambers of commerce. Some 300 of these executives participate directly in the EBC's 25 sector-based

committees.
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