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Now more than ever, the EU and Japan are aligning in solidarity on the fundamental challenges that we are
facing in these turbulent times. Our deep and evolving strategic and economic partnership allows us to
cooperate closely in a wide range of areas. From Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine that has
triggered a global energy, fertiliser and food crises, to threats to security and open and rules-based
multilateral order, to climate change and energy transition, to environmental degradation and biodiversity
loss, to trade and economic security, to technological revolution, to the post-pandemic recovery and our

efforts at building pandemic preparedness for the future.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is sharpening our focus on common challenges: energy security, economic
security and disinformation — all areas where like-minded partners like the EU and Japan can and do
cooperate. The EU can count on Japan, not only in supporting Ukraine now and sanctioning Russia’s war

machine, but also in our efforts towards Ukraine’s post-war recovery.

Our policy frameworks must constantly evolve with the societal and technological developments and global
challenges. Therefore the EU and Japan are also teaming up via our Digital Partnership and Green Alliance to
shape human-centric digital transformation & green growth. To promote global standards and regulatory
approaches for digital and green policies and technologies, more and deeper convergence in our policies will
benefit citizens and businesses in both the EU and Japan.

The energy crisis has exposed the EU's overreliance on Russian fossil fuels and the need to further
accelerate the clean transition of our energy sector and our economy. We have already significantly reduced
our dependence on Russian fossil fuels, accelerated energy transition and renewables deployment, as this is
a solution for both energy security and climate neutrality. Also in the decarbonised energy system of the
future, in which renewables play a crucial role, energy security risks through dependencies on the raw
materials that are critical for green and digital technologies, have to be duly addressed. This is why, the
European Commission have recently put forward two proposals for EU Net Zero Industry Act and a Critical
Raw Materials Package. All this brings us important new opportunities for our authorities, societies and
businesses both in the EU and in Japan to team up on these common objectives.


https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=energytransition&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7054991206606409728
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=energytransition&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7054991206606409728
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=renewablesdeployment&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7054991206606409728
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=renewablesdeployment&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7054991206606409728
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=energysecurity&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7054991206606409728
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=energysecurity&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7054991206606409728

Meanwhile, our Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), which is in its fourth year of implementation keeps
bringing tangible benefits for our citizens and businesses. Trade data demonstrates that £PA makes our
trade relations more resilient: our bilateral trade flows suffered from the COVID-19 pandemic. Fortunately, the
recovery has been as fast as the decline, and as from the beginning of 2021, our bilateral trade quickly
caught up to pre-pandemic levels in 2021 (EUR 124 billion). In 2022, bilateral trade flows continued to
increase at a very sustained pace, with an increase of 13.4% in bilateral trade value. Last year, the EU and
Japan have launched negotiations on including the rules on cross-border data flows in our EPA. In April 2023,
the EU and Japan announced a successful conclusion of the first review of our 2019 mutual adequacy
arrangement in the area of data protection (/ink). Data flows are key for our bilateral trade and investment.
With these positive steps the EU and Japan reaffirm that, in the digital era, maintaining high data protection

standards and facilitating international trade should and can go hand in hand.

In all this context your voice is important. The EBC's advocacy activities and the White Paper with its
recommendations from different sectoral committees are an important contribution to building our relations

with Japan, and to creating a predictable and conductive framework for our citizens and businesses.

As Robert Schuman, one of the founders of the European Communities said "Europe will not be made all at
once, or according to a single plan. It will be built through concrete achievements which first create a de
facto solidarity." And, the EBC work to foster a more united European voice to break down obstacles to trade,
business development, and investment, is a prime example of ground work to create de-facto European
solidarity here in Japan. Over last 50 years, you have proven many times that through more solidarity our

European voice is stronger and that together we can achieve more.

As always, my team at the EU Delegation to Japan will continue a close cooperation with the EBC, your
members, and our Member States to support our industry in accessing the Japanese market and to

consolidate and expand the cooperation between the EU and Japan.

Jean-Eric Paquet
Ambassador of the European Union to Japan
Head of the Delegation


https://commission.europa.eu/news/joint-press-statement-conclusion-first-review-japan-eu-mutual-adequacy-arrangement-2023-04-04_en
https://commission.europa.eu/news/joint-press-statement-conclusion-first-review-japan-eu-mutual-adequacy-arrangement-2023-04-04_en
https://commission.europa.eu/news/joint-press-statement-conclusion-first-review-japan-eu-mutual-adequacy-arrangement-2023-04-04_en
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Welcome to the 2023 EBC report on the Japanese regulatory environment, aka the White Paper. This is the
second year since going completely digital. We are hoping that this has made it easier for you, the reader, to
find a more up to date information and what you are looking for.

For much of the past couple of years, the efforts of the EBC have been focusing on the border restrictions in
Japan. We have gone from a complete entry ban on non-Japanese citizens, affecting even residents in
Japan, to problems of getting top management and specialists enter the country to now, where we are back
to the pre-COVID situation, i.e. the period before March 2020.

We hope that companies and investments in Japan impacted by the COVID period will return to pre-crisis
levels. And while we do not want to look back too much, we believe that Japan must keep the market as open
and competitive as possible.

So, what new will we have for you in our 2023 report?

You will, for the first time, see a chapter on sustainability and social responsibility. This is an important area
to us, especially since this is a field where European companies are very advanced. Furthermore, we believe

that by implementing our recommendations we will see further improvements in Japan.

The EBC continues to work on better market access for our railway-related companies. While we have seen
the removal of the so-called operation safety clause, much work remains to see better recognition of
European standards and approvals.

With the geo-political landscape taking a turn for the worse, the defence and security segment will be crucial
to deal with the challenges. The EBC believes that Europe should be a partner to Japan, both on the
governmental and industrial levels. We, therefore, advocate for closer industrial cooperation. This will be
beneficial not only for Japan as a country, but also for Japanese industry which, through technological

collaboration, will become stronger on the international market.

Another issue to mention is non-alcoholic beer. This is a segment of the beverage market that has seen an
increase, and all points to that this will continue. Unfortunately, due to Japanese pasteurisation standards,
European craft beers cannot be imported without radically changing or even ruining the flavour of the
beverage.

On the other hand, issues such as personal use in the IPR sphere and the amendment of the requirement for
“experience” regarding registration of foreign lawyers in Japan have been improved. These two issues have
been long-standing issues for the EBC, and we are pleased to note these improvements.



A sector that continues to play an important role is the offshore wind sector. European companies offer both
experience and expertise that do not exist on the Japanese market. After some teething troubles, we have
seen improvements on the public procurement market, but there are still some ways to go. The same can be
said for the recognition of international standards and assessment schemes, as well as the treatment of
foreign vessels. The EBC believes that the recommendations in the White Paper are of upmost importance to
reach the goal of the carbon neutral society by 2050.

The EBC work is made possible by the continuing support of its stakeholders, especially the European
national Chambers of Commerce, their corporate members that join the EBC and other business
organisations represented in Japan. Together with the Delegation of the European Union to Japan and the
European national embassies in Tokyo, who keep offering their unique insights and guidance, we all work
towards making European business more successful in Japan. We are grateful to the EU Delegation that
brings up issues with the Japanese authorities that are stopping the trade relation between the EU and Japan
to reach its full potential.

We also gratefully acknowledge all sponsors and supporters who have made this publication possible. Their
names are listed at the end of the Report.

The EBC is committed to helping Europe and Japan reach new levels of mutual trade and economic growth.
We approach these challenging times with unwavering optimism as Europe and Japan share the same
values and continue to strengthen their relationship.

Michael Mroczek
President, European Business Council in Japan
European (EU) Chamber of Commerce in Japan

(Partner, Nozomi Sogo Attorneys at Law)

Valerie Moschetti

Chief Operating Officer

European Business Council in Japan

European (EU) Chamber of Commerce in Japan
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/committees/business-fundamentals/%e5%a7%94%e5%93%a1%e4%bc%9a%e5%85%a8%e4%bd%93%e3%81%ae%e5%95%8f%e9%a1%8c/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/committees/business-fundamentals/%e5%a7%94%e5%93%a1%e4%bc%9a%e5%85%a8%e4%bd%93%e3%81%ae%e5%95%8f%e9%a1%8c/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%a7%94%e5%93%a1%e4%bc%9a%e5%85%a8%e4%bd%93%e3%81%ae%e5%95%8f%e9%a1%8c/%e5%85%a5%e5%9b%bd%e5%88%b6%e9%99%90/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%a7%94%e5%93%a1%e4%bc%9a%e5%85%a8%e4%bd%93%e3%81%ae%e5%95%8f%e9%a1%8c/%e5%85%a5%e5%9b%bd%e5%88%b6%e9%99%90/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=resolved-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=resolved-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/committees/business-fundamentals/tax/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/committees/business-fundamentals/tax/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/tax/%e7%a7%9f%e7%a8%8e%e6%9d%a1%e7%b4%84/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/tax/%e7%a7%9f%e7%a8%8e%e6%9d%a1%e7%b4%84/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/tax/%e5%9b%bd%e9%9a%9b%e7%9a%84%e3%81%aa%e6%9c%80%e4%bd%8e%e7%a8%8e%e7%8e%87%e3%81%ae%e5%9b%bd%e5%86%85%e5%ae%9f%e6%96%bd%e3%81%ab%e5%90%91%e3%81%91%e3%81%9f%e7%ac%ac%e4%ba%8c%e3%81%ae%e6%9f%b1%e3%83%a2/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/tax/%e5%9b%bd%e9%9a%9b%e7%9a%84%e3%81%aa%e6%9c%80%e4%bd%8e%e7%a8%8e%e7%8e%87%e3%81%ae%e5%9b%bd%e5%86%85%e5%ae%9f%e6%96%bd%e3%81%ab%e5%90%91%e3%81%91%e3%81%9f%e7%ac%ac%e4%ba%8c%e3%81%ae%e6%9f%b1%e3%83%a2/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/tax/%e5%9c%b0%e6%96%b9%e7%a8%8e%e3%81%ae%e4%b8%80%e5%85%83%e5%8c%96/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/tax/%e5%9c%b0%e6%96%b9%e7%a8%8e%e3%81%ae%e4%b8%80%e5%85%83%e5%8c%96/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/tax/%e7%a8%8e%e7%94%b3%e5%91%8a%e6%9c%9f%e9%96%93%e3%81%ae%e5%bb%b6%e9%95%b7/
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=some-progress-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=some-progress-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/sustainability-social-responsibility/%e3%82%b8%e3%82%a7%e3%83%b3%e3%83%80%e3%83%bc%e5%b9%b3%e7%ad%89/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/committees/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e9%9b%bb%e5%ae%89%e6%b3%95%e3%81%be%e3%81%9f%e3%81%afpse%e8%a6%81%e4%bb%b6/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e8%a1%a8%e7%a4%ba/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e8%a1%a8%e7%a4%ba/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=new-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e6%b3%95%e5%a4%96%e3%81%aa%e3%82%b3%e3%82%b9%e3%83%88%e3%81%ae%e3%81%8b%e3%81%8b%e3%82%8b%e8%bc%b8%e5%85%a5%e8%aa%8d%e5%8f%af%e3%83%bb%e8%a9%a6%e9%a8%93%e3%83%bb%e8%aa%8d%e8%a8%bc/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e8%a6%8f%e5%88%b6%e4%b8%8a%e3%81%ae%e5%8d%94%e5%8a%9b/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e8%a6%8f%e5%88%b6%e4%b8%8a%e3%81%ae%e5%8d%94%e5%8a%9b/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/shoe-quotas/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/shoe-quotas/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=some-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=some-progress-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=resolved-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e7%ab%b6%e4%ba%89%e6%b3%95%ef%bc%8f%e7%8b%ac%e5%8d%a0%e7%a6%81%e6%ad%a2%e6%b3%95/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e7%ab%b6%e4%ba%89%e6%b3%95%ef%bc%8f%e7%8b%ac%e5%8d%a0%e7%a6%81%e6%ad%a2%e6%b3%95/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e9%85%92%e9%a1%9e%e3%81%ae%e9%80%9a%e4%bf%a1%e8%b2%a9%e5%a3%b2%e3%81%ae%e5%88%b6%e9%99%90/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/%e5%b0%8f%e5%a3%b2%e3%83%bb%e5%8d%b8%e5%a3%b2/%e9%85%92%e9%a1%9e%e3%81%ae%e9%80%9a%e4%bf%a1%e8%b2%a9%e5%a3%b2%e3%81%ae%e5%88%b6%e9%99%90/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=no-progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=not-prioritised-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=not-prioritised-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
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https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/intellectual-property-rights/strengthening-and-continuation-of-actions-to-eliminate-counterfeit-products-from-japanese-or-foreign-capital-b2c-and-c2c-websites/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/intellectual-property-rights/strengthening-and-continuation-of-actions-to-eliminate-counterfeit-products-from-japanese-or-foreign-capital-b2c-and-c2c-websites/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/intellectual-property-rights/strengthening-and-continuation-of-actions-to-eliminate-counterfeit-products-from-japanese-or-foreign-capital-b2c-and-c2c-websites/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/business-fundamentals/intellectual-property-rights/strengthening-and-continuation-of-actions-to-eliminate-counterfeit-products-from-japanese-or-foreign-capital-b2c-and-c2c-websites/
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
https://ebc-jp.com/ja/digital-white-paper/issues/?status=progress-ja
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