15:30~ Doors open

17:10~ visiting booths
Monday, January 20, 2025 Venue: Happo-en 19:00  Closing
Sakai Clty of Osaka Prefecture

Pride of Sakai: Long History and Diverse Culture

Sakai City is home to the world’s largest ancient mounded tomb “Nintoku-tenno-ryo
Kofun”, which is a component part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site “Mozu-Furuichi
Kofun Group” registered in 2019. Iron processing techniques developed through the
manufacturing of hoes and other tools used in the construction of these tombs were

Outline utilized for making tabaco knives and guns during the medieval period and have been
of the PR passed down till the present day in industries, such as Sakai hand-forged knives and
event bicycles and bicycle parts. Sakai is also known as the hometown of grand tea master

Sen no Rikyu, so Chanoyu tea ceremony is a central piece of our culture. We will be
introducing the appeal of Sakai City, including its unique history and culture. Also, there
will be a demonstration displaying the sharpness of Sakai knives loved by chefs all
across Japan.

Okinawa Prefecture

Okinawa, the 21st century Bridge between Nations

Okinawa Prefecture consists of many islands and is blessed with beautiful seas and
subtropical forests. It has developed a unique culture during the Ryukyu Kingdom period
(around the 14th century) through trade and exchange with China and Southeast Asia.
Karate said to have originated in Okinawa, traditional performing arts such as Ryukyuan

lin . . . . .
oofu':heTDR dance and Eisa, traditional crafts such as Bingata (weaving) and Yachimun (pottery),
. local sake Awamori and Ryukyu cuisine are all examples of major attractions. We aim to

create and promote industries that will lead the next generation through organic
collaboration between industry, government, and academia with the Okinawa Institute
of Science and Technology Graduate University (OIST). The various charms of Okinawa
and initiatives taken by Okinawa will be introduced at the seminar.

Nikko Clty of Tochigi Prefecture

The Charm of Nikko, An International Tourism and Culture City

Nikko City is easily accessible from Tokyo. We are blessed with many landmarks of
international renown: the rich nature of Nikko National Park and Oku-Nikko-Shitsugen
(wetlands); the valuable cultural heritage of the “Shrines and Temples of Nikko”, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site; and high-quality hot springs including Kinugawa Onsen

Outline and Yunishigawa Onsen.
of the PR The area around Lake Chuzenji was once developed as an international summer resort
event where the villas of foreign embassies and individuals alike were established. In June

2023, Japan’s first “G7 Ministerial Meeting on Gender Equality and Women'’s
Empowerment” was held there.

We welcome you to experience our many tourist attractions and various traditional
crafts. and initiatives taken by Okinawa will be introduced at the seminar.

Kamikatsu TOWH of Tokushima Prefecture

Kamikatsu, a town of color

Kamikatsu is the town with the lowest population in Shikoku region and famous for
“Kashihara Rice Terraces”, which has been selected as one of Japan's Top 100 Rice
Terraces (Please see the photo), “Kamikatsu Awa Bancha” tea, which has been
designated as a national important intangible folk cultural property, “Yamainudake”

Outline . . .
of the PR mountain, where a colony of sphagnum moss grows, and “Yuko”, a mythical fruit. You
. will find that the town still retains beautiful Japanese scenery, food and culture today.

Meanwhile, it is also a very progressive town engaged in the development of
sustainable products as a leader in waste management in Japan. In this event, we will
introduce sustainable initiatives, products, and specialties from this small but
innovative town.

Contact: Ms. Atsuko Fukui, Local Partnership Cooperation Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Tel: 03-5501-8491 / Fax: 03-5501-8073
E-mail: gaimu—-renkei@mofa.go.jp

*Photos or videos taken by our staff may be used for PR purposes. Please notify staff if you do not wish to be included.
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