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With raw material supply chains under strain globally and fierce competition emerging 

over access to valuable rare earth elements, the materials sector has found itself at the 

centre of global attention. In Japan, European companies play a crucial role in 

supplying highly specialized materials to Japanese industry. Eduard Gabric, Chair of 

the EBC’s materials committee, recently discussed the work of his committee in this 

highly dynamic sector.  

 

Scope & Structure of the Material Committee  

Mr. Gabric and his colleagues convene quarterly to address the core issues affecting 

the European materials industry in Japan. The committee places particular emphasis 

on advocating for harmonized standards between European regulators and their 

Japanese counterparts. The materials committee also provides a forum for information 

exchange among members regarding both domestic and international general market 

trends. Most recently, there has been a series of constructive conversations on the 

uncertainty permeating the rare earths market and broader sourcing issues affecting 

the materials industry. 

 

Core issues - Harmonization of Standards and Volatile Global Trends 

A crucial area for the Materials committee are environmental regulations, where the 

members are working towards harmonizing life-cycle assessments in order to make 

cross-border business interactions smoother. In a similar vein, regulations around 

Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS) present a large field of discussion. Keeping quality 

control in mind, the committee is dedicated to working towards unifying standards for 

emerging materials technologies to ensure JIS regulations are up to date with the 

newest innovations coming from Europe.  

To achieve improvement among the aforementioned issues, the Materials Committee 

regularly engages with METI to exchange views and provide input on upcoming 

regulations affecting the European materials industry. Mr. Gabric recently met with the 

Director of the Electricity and Gas Market Surveillance Commission to align on 

decarbonization efforts and address challenges in global steel markets. 

Previously, the EBC Materials Committee contributed substantially through opinion 

statements to the removal of nickel tariffs as part of the broader EU-Japan Economic 

Partnership Agreement (EPA). Speaking with a unified European voice enabled 

committee members to navigate high-stakes agreement negotiations successfully, 



 

ensuring prominent representation of European materials sector interests in Japan. 

The EPA subsequently facilitated trade between these economically influential regions, 

encouraging greater business collaboration. 

 

Committee Outlook  

Looking ahead, Mr. Gabric plans to launch an initiative bringing guest speakers to 

upcoming committee meetings. These speakers will share their industry expertise with 

the committee, providing insights into underreported sectors of the metals industry. Mr. 

Gabric also intends to emphasize advanced and emerging materials technologies 

poised to transform global metals markets. Through these projects, he aims to help 

EBC Materials Committee members prepare for a dynamic future in the materials 

sector. 

 

Interested in joining the EBC's Materials committee?  
Please contact us at ebc@ebc-jp.com 
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